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READINGS: 
Isaiah:  35: 4 – 7 

James:  2: 1 – 5 

Mark:  7: 31 – 37 

I happened to catch the beginning of the Premier’s press conference on Wednesday morning and 
have noted the subsequent commentary. It seems the key to the easing of restrictions is                
vaccinations. I, therefore, assume that only people, who are eligible for vaccination, and have been 
vaccinated will be permitted to attend churches. I could be wrong but I commend that you all     
consider vaccination for many reasons, both for personal reasons and for our community. As so 
many of you have expressed lately, I, too, look forward to the re-opening of churches. 
 

Today being Father’s Day, I was taken by a recent talk of Pope France gave on St Joseph. He said: ‘Fathers are not 
born but made. A man does not become a father simply by bringing a child into the world, but by taking up the      
responsibility to care for that child. Whenever a man accepts responsibility for the life of another, in some way he 
becomes a father to that person.’ There is much to ponder in these words and I commend them to you. Additionally, 
I congratulate all fathers. 
 

May our ever-caring Father carry you gently through the week.                                                              Mgr Greg 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF COUNTRY  

We acknowledge and celebrate that this land is of the Wangal people of the Darug 

nation on which we are gathered. We commit ourselves to work together for         

reconciliation, justice and peace.  

FOR OUR DEAD 
Holy Souls, especially, Dino Pratelli, Pe-

ter Saad, Sarkis Simon  
FOR OUR SICK 

especially Bill Petrie, Fr P. Maher, 
Peter Simon, Lorraine and Tony 

Grace, Frank Zerafa, Kathy Fleri. 

Should you have any prayer requests that you 
would like our families of families to pray 
for, please send them to the Parish Office on: 

 stannesstrathfieldsouth@outlook.com 

Responsorial Psalm:   Praise the Lord, my soul.   
 

Gospel Acclamation:  Alleluia! Alleluia! Jesus preached the Good News of the kingdom and healed all who 
were sick. Alleluia!     

 

Eucharistic Acclamation: We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess your Resurrection until you come again. 

A very warm welcome to all who are visiting our family of families of St Anne’s. It is good to have you with us.  
 

We are striving to offer you resources via the bulletin to assist you in spending some time in 

prayer as a family. If any of you want a special intention, please let us know so that it can be 

published. If you have any questions or would like to know more about our family of         

families, please contact Mgr Greg. We welcome your suggestions and enquires, including 

feedback about the bulletin. Please send them via stannesstrathfieldsouth.@outlook.com. 
 

If you find this bulletin helpful and / or enjoyable please pass it on to others. Additionally if 

you have not received it from us directly, please contact us via the email above and your email       

address will be added to our bulletin contact list. 
 

Please keep well and follow the current directions as best as you can; always try to be gentle on yourself and others. 

Try to keep an eye on each other and your neighbours especially the elderly and vulnerable.  

ST ANNE’S WEBSITE IS: 
https://www.stannestrathfieldsouth.org.au/  

Many thanks to Emily Giles who is our web guru  

The corporate grip on opinion in the United States is one of the wonders of the Western world. No First World 

country has ever managed to eliminate so entirely from its media all objectivity - much less dissent.        Gore Vidal 
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If you know of anyone who is not receiving the bulletin and would like to, encourage them to      
contact the Parish Office on stannesstrathfield@outlook.com with their email address and they will 
be included in our list for the following week.  
The bulletin should arrive each Saturday from around mid to late afternoon. If it does not please 
contact us and we will resend it to you. 

 

LOCKDOWN RESPONSE 
 

Due the lockdown, as long as it runs, it has been decided to include in our weekly bulletin and website, the homily 

and universal prayers and the slides for the weekend Mass. 
 

Remember that Mgr Greg will celebrate Mass as often as possible and will include your intentions, health of you all 

and your safety.  
 

Finally, please remember the more times we insert into our browsers the address of our parish website, the 
easier it becomes to access it: https://www.stannestrathfieldsouth.org.au/ 

COVID-19 

QR codes are now compulsory for churches to ensure there is a record kept for all attendees. However in cases 
where you have parishioners unable to use a QR code, the parish must keep an electronic record of that person’s 
name and contact details.   
 

All are encouraged to download Services NSW App to your phone prior to coming to the church. When the        

download completed, scroll down to Tools and you will find the COVID app. Prior to entering the church, please do 

the following: 

1. Open the app at the appropriate page. 

2. Place your phone over the QR sign. A page will open with all your details.   

3. Sanitised your hands (take a mask if necessary) and you are welcome to contribute to the     

collections 

4. Show your open app to the person who is marking off names. 

5. Go to your seat and ensure your phone is in silent mode. 

PLEASE REMEMBER AFTER MASS: Open the app and scroll to Tools, tap on COVID and then on last place 

visited; tick the circle to log off. Otherwise, you will be marked as being in the church until you follow this          

procedure. 
QR CODE  

for St Anne’s Catholic Church,  

Strathfield South 

Don’t forget to Check Out afterwards. 

COVID-19 UPDATE 

All churches across greater Sydney are closed until at least end of 

September under a NSW Government lockdown aimed at           

containing the spread of COVID-19.  Funerals may proceed at this 

time, with a maximum of 10 people in the congregation.  
 

More information is available on the Archdiocesan website here,         

including rules parishes must observe around singing at 

livestreamed Masses:  
 

www.sydneycatholic.org/coronavirus-frequently-asked-questions/. 

STRICTER LOCKDOWN:  
Most of us are following the requirements    
consciously. Many of us have noticed             
periodically some who are apparently not doing 
so, egged on by stories in the media about some 
who have allegedly misbehaved. This may 
make us angry. This is not helpful particularly 
to us and to our families, especially our mental 
health.  Let us make a pact with ourselves that    
only ones we really have to worry about is     
ourselves and our children. If we all do this, 
then we will get through this together. So well 
done and keep up the good work! 

 For people living in Sydney's 12 local government areas (LGAs) of concern, 
there's no longer a time limit on how long they can exercise. They were previously 
restricted to one hour per day. 

 However that exercise will need to be outside the 9:00pm to 5:00am curfew which 
remains in place. 

 Small weddings can also take place from today, but they need to be limited to 11 
people, including five guests. 
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Those who have been baptised as infants – and that’s most of us – have no 
recollection of the ceremony. We have no personal memory of the gesture 
that originated in today’s gospel story. But if you have been at a baptism      
recently you will recall that immediately after the child’s immersion or    
washing there’s a series of short rituals. The infant is anointed with chrism, 
robed in a white garment, given a baptismal candle, and touched on the ears 
and the mouth. This last action is directly inspired by today’s gospel reading. 
 

The words that accompany the gesture are worth revisiting: “The Lord Jesus 
made the deaf hear and the dumb speak. May he soon touch your ears to      
receive his word, and your mouth to proclaim his faith, to the praise and     
glory of God the Father”. This is our baptismal calling, to hear the word of 
God, take it to heart, and speak it forth in all we say and do. Is today an              
opportunity to reflect on how true we are to our baptismal vocation? 

Source: Liturgy Brisbane 

GOD CHOSE THE POOR ACCORDING TO THE WORLD TO BE RICH IN FAITH 
Today’s readings form a complete package. Isaiah and the Psalm speak of God’s care for 
the poor and the suffering, and of his promised healing. We see this promise fulfilled in    
Jesus’ love for the man he meets in Decapolis, and James unfolds some of the practical 
ethical implications of this in our lives and especially our worship. In this neat bundle, 
Isaiah’s reference to vengeance and retribution can seem an odd fit. It was a revelation to 
me to learn a few years ago to think about this vengeance from the perspective of a        
suffering people. To the oppressed, God’s vengeance on their oppressors looks a lot like 
salvation. From this perspective we can see the apparent tension between God’s justice 
and mercy dissolve. I pray that where I am blind to the dignity or sufferings of others, or to 
my sins, Jesus might give me sight.                                                     Source: pray.com.au 

First Reading - Isaiah 35: 4 - 7 - a reading from the prophet Isaiah 
Say to all faint hearts, 
'Courage! Do not be afraid. 
 

'Look, your God is coming, 
vengeance is coming, 
the retribution of God; 
he is coming to save you.' 
 

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
the ears of the deaf unsealed, 
then the lame shall leap like a deer 
and the tongues of the dumb sing for joy; 
 

for water gushes in the desert, 
streams in the wasteland, 
the scorched earth becomes a lake, 
the parched land springs of water. 

Responsorial Psalm - Ps 145: 7 - 10 
(R.) Praise the Lord, my soul! 

 
1. It is the Lord who keeps faith for     

ever, who is just to those who are    
oppressed. It is he who gives bread to 
the hungry, the Lord, who sets       
prisoners free.  (R)  

2. It is the Lord who gives sight to the 
blind, who raises up those who are 
bowed down, the Lord who loves the 
just, the Lord, who protects the 
stranger. (R)  

3. The Lord upholds the widow and    
orphan, but thwarts the path of the 
wicked. The Lord will reign for ever, 
Zion's God, from age to age. (R)  

PENITENTIAL RITE 
Lord Jesus, you are never deaf to those who call on you in their time of need. Lord have mercy. 
 

Lord Jesus, your eyes are always open to hearing the appeals of those who are oppressed. Christ have mercy.  
 

Lord Jesus, your eyes are open to notice people who are isolated and abandoned.  Lord have mercy.  

COLLECT 
God of power and compassion, in Christ you reveal that you want to heal and to save. 
 

Open our ears to your redeeming word and move our hearts by the strength of your love, so that our every word and 
work may proclaim as Messiah Jesus the Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God for 
ever and ever. AMEN 

‘The church is constituted as a new people who have been gathered 

from the nations to remind the world that we are in fact one people. 

Gathering, therefore, is an eschatological act as it is the foretaste of the 

unity of the communion of the saints.’    

Stanley Hauerwas, theologian 



 

Gospel - Mark  7: 31 - 37 - The reading from the Holy Gospel according to Mark  
Returning from the district of Tyre, Jesus went by way of Sidon towards the Sea of Galilee, 

right through the Decapolis region. And they brought him a deaf man who had an impediment 

in his speech; and they asked him to lay his hand on him. He took him aside in private, away 

from the crowd, put his fingers into the man's ears and touched his tongue with spittle. Then 

looking up to heaven he sighed; and he said to him, 'Ephphatha,' that is, 'Be opened.' And his 

ears were opened, and the ligament of his tongue was loosened and he spoke clearly. And     

Jesus ordered them to tell no one about it, but the more he insisted, the more widely they    

published it. Their admiration was unbounded. 'He has done all things well,' they said 'he 

makes the deaf hear and the dumb speak.' 

HOMILY 
 

‘Be opened’ or ‘ephphatha’ an ancient Greek word, is the word of the day. It is an action word / verb which we all 
need to hear. All of us (many would say especially men) can be accused of selective hearing or deafness. 
 

Our first reading is from Isaiah, the first Isaiah. Our reading is called by scholars ‘The Joy of Restoration’. It is an 
outburst of joy and confidence and is in sharp contract with what proceeds it. It evokes a picture of a second        
exodus, a time of liberation. “the eyes of the blind are opened, the ears of the deaf unsealed,..” points to the arrival 
of the age of the Messiah as the most unfortunate will be the first to share the blessings of the times. The nation   
returning from exile in Babylon is an echo of the exodus from Egypt. The implication is that we all have             
experienced such times so we are saved. The Psalm (145) takes up the idea that the Lord continues to be faithful to 
who have remained faithful, particularly the unfortunate: “ It is he who gives bread to the hungry, the Lord who 
sets prisoners free…give sight to the blind,…who loves the just,.. protects the stranger and upholds the widow and 
orphan. Zion’s God, will reign from age to age.”  
 

Several Christian denominations (including the Catholic Church) set up The National Church Life Survey which is 
taken every five years (Archbishop Anthony has requested that we, the family of families of St Anne’s participate 
later this year.) Among the results from the 2006 survey, involving 600 congregations and around 400,000 people, 
in response to the question: Who were the most significant people to show you what the faith is about? Mothers 
came out on top (75%), followed by fathers (53%) with Parish Priests running well behind with just 18%!           
Reinforced by these difficult times, children need to hear that they are loved and appreciated. They need to see and 
hear this from their parents especially now but in many stories of faith, the encouragement of teachers is             
significant. Fr William J Bausch in his book The Yellow Brick Road tells the story of Mary Ann who was born 
with a cleft palate. This didn’t bother her until she started school when the bullying set in. She responded by      
saying that her ‘injuries’ were a result of an accident rather than admit that she was born with it. She became   
deeply unhappy. Her second-grade teacher, Mrs Leonard, changed her life. Mrs Leonard set a test for her students 
who had to stand by the classroom door and cover one ear and then the other. Mrs Leonard, sitting at her desk, 
would whisper something and the student would repeat it. It came Mary Ann’s turn. She knew that if she pressed 
her hand very tightly over her bad ear, she would hear. Mrs Leonard whispered, “I wish you were my little girl”. 
 

Mark tells of Jesus, in his adopted home town, being brought a man with an impediment in his speech. He was 
asked to lay his hands upon him which is a universal sign of blessing and healing. Jesus went further and took the 
man aside, put his fingers in his ears and touched his tongue with his spittle. In most healing stories of the Gospels, 
Jesus does not touch the person but simply prays. Here, Jesus demonstrated his deep care through his intimate 
touch. He did not want to prove that he was the messiah or simply heal but to demonstrate his deep compassion for 
the suffering in this disabled person. Jesus’ heart went out to the man in the spirit of Ps 145.  
 

Second Reading - St James 2: 1 - 5   - a reading from the letter of St James 
My brothers, do not try to combine faith in Jesus Christ, our glorified Lord, with the making 

of distinctions between classes of people. Now suppose a man comes into your synagogue, 

beautifully dressed and with a gold ring on, and at the same time a poor man comes in, in 

shabby clothes, and you take notice of the well-dressed man, and say, 'Come this way to the 

best seats;' then you tell the poor man, 'Stand over there' or 'You can sit on the floor by my 

foot-rest.' Can't you see that you have used two different standards in your mind, and turned 

yourselves into judges, and corrupt judges at that?  
 

Listen, my dear brothers: it was those who are poor according to the world that God chose, to 

be rich in faith and to be the heirs to the kingdom which he promised to those who love him. 



God our Father, your Son and our Redeemer, has done all things well. He ‘makes the deaf hear and the dumb 
speak.’ In this spirit, we seek your fatherly compassion on these petitions. 
 

 For the church, may truly be without distinctions between race, class rich or poor. 
Lord hear us. 

 

 For people everywhere, may they all be able to hear the work of God and freely         
respond. Lord hear us. 

 

 For all Fathers, may they always be mindful of their love and protection of their 
families. Lord hear us. 

 

 For those with disabilities, may we respond to them with sensitivity and respect. 
Lord hear us. 

 

 For all undertaking important exams, may they receive the rewards of hard work. 
Lord hear us.  

 

 For our families in our sacramental programmes, may they know the Father in 
their midst. Lord hear us. 

 

 For our sick and dead, especially those for whom we have been asked to pray. 
Lord hear us. 

 

 For our silent prayers   LONGER PAUSE   Lord hear us. 
 

Father of healing love, you have opened our hearts to the Gospel; opened our lips to proclaim it and blessed us 
through living it in your law of love. We ask through Christ out Lord. AMEN. 

 

MASS ON DEMAND 
 

 

 

 

We hope that you enjoy this service, and tell your friends,       

families, and   colleagues about it and invite them to join the 

community of St Anne’s Parish as we worship. 

Click HERE for Mass on Demand. 

CONTRIBUTIONS / COLLECTIONS:  
 

Those who make their               

contribution via credit card, 

should they wish to change 

their details, please contact 

Janelle via email:  

stannesstrathfield@outlook.com  

LIVESTREAMED MASSES 

The Archdiocese of Sydney has set up a dedicated webpage with details on livestreamed Masses to help the faithful 

during the current lockdown and beyond, at this address: : www.sydneycatholic.org/live-masses.  
 

If you would like to add your parish details onto this site, please contact   Michael Kenny via email:  
 

michael.kenny@sydneycatholic.org. 

HOMILY (continued) 
 

 

At the time of Jesus,  spittle was believed to have healing qualities. We are told that the ‘man spoke clearly’. Often 
deaf people speak hesitantly and are embarrassed by this. Jesus brought healing and liberty to the deaf man. He 
went far beyond the expectations of those who brought the man. So, Jesus is with us. On this day as we remember 
our fathers, perhaps other significant men in our lives. May these memories be of a person who went out of his way 
to show his loving care and protection for us. Let us strive to do likewise.  

O God of Abraham, Moses and Aaron; of Zachary, father of John the Baptist, of Joseph,         

foster-father of Jesus, listen to our prayer: Bless all who father and protect new life; who teach 

and guide, who encourage and lead. Invite them to the table of your eternal feast. May these     

fathers work to provide for the life that has been entrusted to them. Embrace them warmly in 

your love. May these fathers strengthen those who are helpless and dependent. Bless them today 

with all good things: with health, with laughter, with joy, with love, with pride in their children 

and with the support of many friends. May all fathers who have protected and guided the life of 

others be themselves held securely in your strong embrace, there, for all eternity, to rejoice with 

their families and friends. 
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FROM ARCHBISHOP ANTHONY       
This Sunday we celebrate Father’s Day, where we rightly praise fathers for their work 
in raising and forming the next generation. This year Father's Day is especially        
important since 2021 is the Year of St Joseph, one of the greatest role models fathers 
can have. This humble carpenter and builder passed on to Jesus the qualities we saw in 
the man who was the Son of God: strength and tenderness, justice, mercy, compassion 
and obedience. As Pope Francis reminds us in his recent letter, Patris Corde, in         
Joseph, Jesus saw the tender love of God. In Joseph, the Holy Father reminds us, each 
of us can discover ‘a daily, discreet and hidden presence, an intercessor and support, a 
guide in times of trouble.’ Happy Fathers' Day!.  

ST VINCENT DE PAUL- SUPPORT FOR THE DISADVANTAGED IN LOCKDOWN  
 
St Vincent De Paul volunteers have recently distributed 900 snack packs, 250 self-care packs and 130 hampers 
through a range of services including Redfern Youth Connect, Parramatta Mission Meals Plus and local support 
hubs. Find out more and what support is available here 

EVENING WITH MARY – BIRTHDAY OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN 
“She is the flower of the field from whom bloomed the precious lily of the valley.” [St Augustine] 

 
On the Birthday of the Blessed Virgin Mary, join Sydney Catholic Youth and Life,, Marriage and Family Office for 
an evening with Mary to pray the Rosary together on Zoom. Reflections will be lead by Fr Noel Custodio. 
 

Date:  Wednesday, 8 September       Time: 7:00 pm - 7:30 pm           Register here in advance for this meeting. 

FREE WEBINAR: VOLUNTARY ASSISTED DYING AND SUICIDE PREVENTION 
 

Tuesday 21 September 2021, 6pm-7:30pm 
Presented by the Institute for Ethics & Society, University of Notre Dame Australia 
Speaker: Dr David Albert-Jones, Director of the Anscombe Bioethics Centre, Oxford. 

To register, email kate.jones1@nd.edu.au 

SAFEGUARDING SUNDAY, 12 SEPTEMBER 2021 
This week the Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney will celebrate National Child Protection Week for the fifth year in a 
row, and today, the week culminates with the celebration of Safeguarding Sunday. The celebration of this past 
week, leading up to Safeguarding Sunday, has provided us with an opportunity to reflect on how we can improve 
the ways we care for, protect and listen to the Children and Young People in our communities. To help us reflect, 
the Safeguarding Office has developed two new resources; the Children’s Activity Book and A Guide for Young 
People to Better Understand their Wellbeing. 
 

Additionally, the Safeguarding Offices of the Archdiocese of Sydney, the Diocese of 
Parramatta and the Diocese of Broken Bay, have collaborated on the development of a 
resource.  
 

Entitled Children and Young People’s Participation in Catholic Communities, this guide promotes community 
awareness to support, engage, listen to and communicate with Children and Young People. 
 

These resources can be accessed on the Safeguarding website:  
https://www.sydneycatholic.org/safeguarding-and-child-protection/    

 

I encourage you all to take the time to reflect on how we can all participate in the shared responsibility of caring 
for and protecting our Children and Young People. 

JESUIT REFUGEE SERVICE WINTER APPEAL 
 
Each year Jesuit Refugee Service Australia serves more than 3,800 children, women and men who have been 
forced to flee their homes and need lifesaving support. This month an important way to support these families 
is to donate to the JRS Winter Appeal. Find out more and how to donate here 

Lord show us light beyond our own, 

that even when we feel graceless 

and weary to the very bone, 

we may find faith in alien places 

and know that we are not alone. 

© B.D. Prewer 1997 
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1 September Season of Creation begins until October 4 
   https://seasonofcreation.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/2021-SOC-Full-Guide.pdf  
8 September Birthday of Mary, Mother of Jesus/The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary (This 

feast originated in Jerusalem about the sixth century, a development of the feast of the 
dedication of the church of Saint Anne, built in Jerusalem “where Mary was born”. 
Observed in Rome in the seventh century, it was later used to determine the date of 
Mary’s Immaculate Conception. Because of her importance in salvation history, 
Mary’s birthday is celebrated as well as those of her son Jesus the Lord, and of Saint 
John the Baptist (24 June)).                                                       Source: Liturgy Brisbane 

8 September International Literacy Day International Literacy Day seeks to bring attention to the 
global problem of illiteracy 

10 September World Suicide Prevention Day 
11 September Terrorist attacks on New York and Washington in 2001 
12 September Battle of One Tree Hill near Toowoomba, Queensland between Aboriginal landowners  
           and European settlers in 1843 
13 September Adoption by the United Nations of Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 

    POPE FRANCIS AUGUST 21ST. 
THE GRACE OF SAINT JOSEPH 

 

A father in the shadows 
 

The Polish writer Jan Dobraczyński, in his book The Shadow of the Father, tells the story 
of Saint Joseph’s life in the form of a novel. He uses the evocative image of a shadow to       
define Joseph. In his relationship to Jesus, Joseph was the earthly shadow of the heavenly 
Father: he watched over him and protected him, never leaving him to go his own way. 
 

Fathers are not born but made. A man does not become a father simply by bringing a child into the world, but by 
taking up the responsibility to care for that child. Whenever a man accepts responsibility for the life of another, in 
some way he becomes a father to that person. Being a father entails introducing children to life and reality. Not 
holding them back, being overprotective or possessive, but rather making them capable of deciding for themselves, 
enjoying freedom and exploring new possibilities. Joseph found happiness not in mere self-sacrifice but in self-gift. 
In him, we never see frustration but only trust. 
 

Our world today needs fathers. 

CAMPAIGN TO TEACH CONSENT, RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIPS 
A nationwide campaign teaching consent and respectful relationships to young Australians 
will be launched by the Commonwealth Government next year. The Coalition will commit 
more than $29 million to develop a range of primary prevention tools to tackle sexual          
violence. It comes ahead of a national women’s safety summit next week which will shape 
Australia’s next strategy to reduce violence against women and children. 

 
For the first time, the national domestic violence plan will also have a stand-alone focus on sexual violence. The 
new public awareness campaign will teach young Australians and the adults in their lives about consent, sexual    
violence and respectful relationships. Women’s Safety Minister Anne Ruston said while community attitudes were 
changing “more needed to be done”. 
 
The campaign will be based on the Stop it at the Start initiative which encouraged Australians to “unmute”          
themselves and speak up about violence against women. The latest evaluation for the Stop it at the Start campaign 
found that 60 per cent of the target audience of “influencers” in children’s lives, such as parents and teachers, took 
action as a result of the campaign. 
 
FULL STORY Bid to set ground rules for sex consent   

Source: 2 September 2021 (By Adeshola Ore, The Australian) 

‘Healing is impossible in loneliness; 
it is the opposite of loneliness. 
Conviviality is healing. To be healed 
we must come with all the other creatures 
to the feast of Creation.’ 
Wendell Berry, poet / farmer/ essayist 

https://seasonofcreation.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/2021-SOC-Full-Guide.pdf
https://www.theaustralian.com.au/nation/politics/bid-to-set-ground-rules-for-sex-consent/news-story/f52f6bd81af500dc21662ba56b3619ac

