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READINGS: 
Numbers: 11: 25 – 29 

James:  5: 1 – 6 

Mark:  9: 38 – 43, 45 – 48 

I feel a lifting of spirits with the good news that our LGA has the same restrictions as the rest of    
Sydney in most respects: we can have picnics (with such glorious Spring weather) and groups of 
older students can gather for study and socialisation. It is school holidays and this means that we 
can do these things as a family now to release the pent-up stress and learn to appreciate one another 
again. This is truly recreation – a time to renew our spirit, to revive our self-confidence and love; to 
renew our appreciation of the healing of nature; and what a wonderful world it truly is. If the      

numbers I see who are using the local parks, the Cooks River pathway and even St Anne’s Square are any             
indication the many of you are recreating with nature.. Well done! 
 

May our Father carry you gently through the week.                                                                                 Mgr Greg 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF COUNTRY  

We acknowledge and celebrate that this land is of the Wangal people of the 

Darug nation on which we are gathered. We commit ourselves to work      

together for reconciliation, justice and peace.  

FOR OUR DEAD 
Holy Souls, especially, Holy Souls and Dino 

Pratelli  
FOR OUR SICK 

especially Bill Petrie, Fr P. Maher, Peter 
Simon, Lorraine and Tony Grace, Frank 
Zerafa, Kathy Fleri, Bishop W Wright, 

Mgr John Usher, Mgr Brian Raynor, Frs 
M Kelly, Frank Coorey, Paul Foley,      
David Coffey, and Don Willoughby.  

Should you have any prayer requests 
that you would like our families of 
families to pray for, please send them 
to the Parish Office on: 

 stannesstrathfieldsouth@outlook.com 

Responsorial Psalm:   The precepts of the Lord give joy to the heart    
 

Gospel Acclamation:  Alleluia! Alleluia! Your word, O Lord, is truth: make us holy in the truth. Alleluia!     
 

Eucharistic Acclamation: We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess your Resurrection until you come again . 

A very warm welcome to all who are visiting our family of families of St Anne’s. It is good to have you with us.  
 

We are striving to offer you resources via the bulletin to assist you in spending some time in 

prayer as a family. If any of you want a special intention, please let us know so that it can be 

published. If you have any questions or would like to know more about our family of         

families, please contact Mgr Greg. We welcome your suggestions and enquires, including 

feedback about the bulletin. Please send them via stannesstrathfieldsouth.@outlook.com. 
 

If you find this bulletin helpful and / or enjoyable please pass it on to others. Additionally if 

you have not received it from us directly, please contact us via the email above and your email       

address will be added to our bulletin contact list. 
 

Please keep well and follow the current directions as best as you can; always try to be gentle on yourself and others. 

Try to keep an eye on each other and your neighbours especially the elderly and vulnerable.  

ST ANNE’S WEBSITE IS: 
https://www.stannestrathfieldsouth.org.au/  

Many thanks to Emily Giles who is our web 

The hunger for God can only be satisfied by a love that is face to face, person to person. It is only in the eyes of    
another that we can find the Icon of Christ. We must make the other person aware we love him. If we do, he will 

know that God loves him. He will never hunger again. 
Catherine de Hueck Doherty 

Catholic social activist and founder of Madonna House (1896-1985) 
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If you know of anyone who is not receiving the bulletin and would like to, encourage them to      
contact the Parish Office on stannesstrathfield@outlook.com with their email address and they will 
be included in our list for the following week.  
The bulletin should arrive each Saturday from around mid to late afternoon. If it does not please 
contact us and we will resend it to you. 

 

LOCKDOWN RESPONSE 
 

Due the lockdown, as long as it runs, it has been decided to include in our weekly bulletin and website, the homily 

and universal prayers and the slides for the weekend Mass. 
 

Remember that Mgr Greg will celebrate Mass as often as possible and will include your intentions, health of you all 

and your safety.  
 

Finally, please remember the more times we insert into our browsers the address of our parish website, the 
easier it becomes to access it: https://www.stannestrathfieldsouth.org.au/ 

COVID-19 

QR codes are now compulsory for churches to ensure there is a record kept for all attendees. However in cases 
where you have parishioners unable to use a QR code, the parish must keep an electronic record of that person’s 
name and contact details.   
 

All are encouraged to download Services NSW App to your phone prior to coming to the church. When the        

download completed, scroll down to Tools and you will find the COVID app. Prior to entering the church, please do 

the following: 

1. Open the app at the appropriate page. 

2. Place your phone over the QR sign. A page will open with all your details.   

3. Sanitised your hands (take a mask if necessary) and you are welcome to contribute to the     

collections 

4. Show your open app to the person who is marking off names. 

5. Go to your seat and ensure your phone is in silent mode. 

PLEASE REMEMBER AFTER MASS: Open the app and scroll to Tools, tap on COVID and then on last place 

visited; tick the circle to log off. Otherwise, you will be marked as being in the church until you follow this          

procedure. 
QR CODE  

for St Anne’s Catholic Church,  

Strathfield South 

Don’t forget to Check Out afterwards. 

COVID-19 UPDATE 

All churches across greater Sydney are closed until at least end of 

September under a NSW Government lockdown aimed at           

containing the spread of COVID-19.  Funerals may proceed at this 

time, with a maximum of 10 people in the congregation.  
 

More information is available on the Archdiocesan website here,         

including rules parishes must observe around singing at 

livestreamed Masses:  
 

www.sydneycatholic.org/coronavirus-frequently-asked-questions/. 

STRICTER LOCKDOWN:  
Most of us are following the requirements    
consciously. Many of us have noticed             
periodically some who are apparently not doing 
so, egged on by stories in the media about some 
who have allegedly misbehaved. This may 
make us angry. This is not helpful particularly 
to us and to our families, especially our mental 
health.  Let us make a pact with ourselves that    
only ones we really have to worry about is     
ourselves and our children. If we all do this, 
then we will get through this together. So well 
done and keep up the good work! 

NOTICE FROM THE ARCHDIOCESE OF SYDNEY 
 

Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police. If you, or anyone you 
know, has been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial 
Integrity Office on (02) 9390 5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org 

 

You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest / Administrator who will be able to provide support and guidance.  
The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 
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As we approach the diamond jubilee of the Second Vatican Council’s Constitution on the 
Church, the full realisation of its vision still lies ahead. One of the document’s affirmations 
dovetails with today’s word of God: “It is not only through the sacraments and the ministries 
of the Church that the Holy Spirit sanctifies and leads the people of God and enriches it with 
virtues, but ‘allotting his gifts to everyone according as He wills’ (1 Cor 12:11). He            
distributes special graces among the faithful of every rank. . . These charisms . . are to be     
received with thanksgiving and consolation . . .” (#12). 
 

Moses and Jesus both rejoice in the gifts of the Spirit given to others. They are thankful for them, not threatened by 
them. We are reminded today that the Spirit roams free, beyond the boundaries that human beings or institutions set 
up. Let us give thanks for the Spirit-filled men and women of our time, both in the Church and in other lively    
movements, and pray again, “Lord, send out your Spirit and renew the face of the earth”. 
                                                                                                                                                Source: Liturgy Brisbane 

ANYONE WHO IS NOT AGAINST US IS FOR US 
‘Tell us, Lord, who did you welcome 
among the ins and outs?’ 
‘A sinful woman, tax enforcer, 
centurion, and thief, 
 

‘all those with eyes and ears attentive 
to hear the word of God, 
with hands to serve the ill and hungry, 
and hearts that can be touched. 
 

‘These friends of mine are friends of yours, too, 
not enemies or knaves. 
So do not check their reputation, 
but thank God for their gift.’                                            Source: pray.com.au 

First Reading - Numbers 11: 25 - 29 - a reading from the book of Numbers 
The Lord came down in the Cloud. He spoke with Moses, but took some of the spirit that was 
on him and put it on the seventy elders. When the spirit came on them they prophesied, but not 
again. 
 

Two men had stayed back in the camp; one was called Eldad and the other Medad. The spirit 
came down on them; though they had not gone to the Tent, their names were enrolled among the 
rest. These began to prophesy in the camp. The young man ran to tell this to Moses, 'Look,' he 
said 'Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp.' Then said Joshua the son of Nun, who had 
served Moses from his youth, 'My Lord Moses, stop them!' Moses answered him, 'Are you      
jealous on my account? If only the whole people of the Lord were prophets, and the Lord gave 

Responsorial Psalm - Ps 18: 8, 10, 12 - 14  
(R.) The precepts of the Lord give joy to the heart. 

 
1. The law of the Lord is perfect, it revives the soul. The rule of the Lord is to be trusted, it gives wisdom to the 

simple. (R)  
2. The fear of the Lord is holy, abiding for ever. The decrees of the Lord are truth and all of them just. (R)  
3. So in them your servant finds instruction; great reward is in their keeping. But who can detect all his errors? 

From hidden faults acquit me. (R)  
4. From presumption restrain your servant and let it not rule me. Then shall I be blameless, clean from grave sin. 

(R)  

PENITENTIAL RITE 
Lord Jesus, you are the Word of God who speaks in our hearts: Lord have mercy. 
Lord Jesus, you speak quietly to our too busy and distracted selves. Christ have mercy.  
Lord Jesus, you quieten our minds and open our hearts. Lord have mercy.  

COLLECT 
O God pour out your Spirit over all the world to inspire every heart with knowledge and love of you. 
 

Grant that we who confess Jesus as Lord may shun whatever is contrary to this faith and give witness to your love 
that has saved us in Christ, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God for ever and ever. 
AMEN 



 

Gospel - Mark  9: 38 - 43, 45, 47 - 48 - The reading from the Holy Gospel according to Mark  
John said to Jesus, 'Master, we saw a man who is not one of us casting out devils 
in your name; and because he was not one of us we tried to stop him.' But Jesus 
said, 'You must not stop him: no one who works a miracle in my name is likely to 
speak evil of me. Anyone who is not against us is for us. 
 

'If anyone gives you a cup of water to drink just because you belong to Christ, 
then I tell you solemnly, he will most certainly not lose his reward. 
 

'But anyone who is an obstacle to bring down one of these little ones who have 
faith, would be better thrown into the sea with a great millstone round his neck. 
And if your hand should cause you to sin, cut it off; it is better for you to enter   
into life crippled, than to have two hands and go to hell, into the fire that cannot 
be put out. And if your foot should cause you to sin, cut it off; it is better for you 
to enter into life lame, than to have two feet and be thrown into hell. And if your 
eye should cause you to sin, tear it out; it is better for you to enter into the       
kingdom of God with one eye, than to have two eyes and be thrown into hell 
where their worm does not die nor their fire go out.' 

HOMILY 
 

The Book of Numbers is part of the Pentateuch (first five books of our bible and is part of the Torah). The          
dominant theme is that faith in God is paramount. It proposes that proper faith is demonstrated by contrasting our 
faith with the faith God has shown us from the time of Abraham. That is to belong to God’s chosen people, the 
promised land, circumcision, and the consequences of turning from God: the wandering in the desert until the     
generation that had disobeyed the law were dead. Lack of faith was meant to teach us humility. It intended to show 
our weakness that is countered by the strength of God and that God is always faithful. 
 

Today’s first reading speaks of the chosen people’s lack of faith three days after leaving Mount Sinai. They could 
not find a place to camp with sufficient water and food. Also, a fire had burnt part of the camp, people had suffered 
and some had died. The people complained and God summoned Moses to the Tent of Meeting, now considered the 
sign of the presence (house) of God and told him that a small part of his spirit would be shared with others so all 
would come to know and understand the law. The leaders of the tribes were summoned to the Tent of Meeting 
(tabernacle). Two, thought that they were not worthy, so stayed behind in the camp. Yet they, too, received the spirit 
and were teaching (prophesying). A person complained to Moses. Joshua demanded that Moses stop them, who    
responded that it was not that person’s concern but God’s as God is free to share gifts with whoever he wills.     
Joshua, who became the leader of the chosen people as Moses’ successor, had to learn humility. He had to learn  to 
judge others by God’s standards, not our human ones. It is a difficult lesson for all of us.  
 

In today’s gospel four independent and unrelated sayings of Jesus are combined: the story of the outsider casting 
out devils in the name of Jesus; the promised reward for acts of kindness; the scandalising and exploitation of    
children; and Jesus urging his followers to discard from their lives anything that prevents them from entering the 
kingdom of heaven. The connection between our first reading and the gospel is with the first of these sayings: the 
outsider, the unexpected one acting in God’s name. Jesus responds to the annoyance of the apostles by insisting 
that the outsider is acting truly and according to the will of God. That person shares in the relationship that Jesus 
has with the apostles.  
 

Although the emphasis is on the first sayings of today’s gospel, there other three share importance as well. They, 
too, should be adhered to by a true disciple of Jesus. They bring consolation and exaltation and call us to live up to 
being an authentic disciple. They remind us of our responsibilities as a true follower.  
 

The second reading presents a stark contrast to the other two readings. The Letter of James is practical and pastoral 
as can be expected from a man whose background is a fisherman. He instructs us how to live wisely with integrity 
and to endure whatever comes. Joshua and the outsider of the gospel paid attention to others of the community by 
thinking about the common good. James’ description of the rich depicts them as being completely self-absorbed, 
with no consideration of anyone but themselves. James is distressed because he realises that he can do nothing  

Second Reading - St James 5: 1 - 6   - a reading from the letter of St James 
An answer for the rich. Start crying, weep for the miseries that are coming to you. Your wealth 
is all rotting, your clothes are all eaten up by moths. All your gold and your silver are corroding 
away, and the same corrosion will be your own sentence, and eat into your body. It was a    
burning fire that you stored up as your treasure for the last days. Labourers mowed your fields, 
and you cheated them - listen to the wages that you kept back, calling out; realise that the cries 
of the reapers have reached the ears of the Lord of hosts. On earth you have had a life of     
comfort and luxury; in the time of slaughter you went on eating to your heart's content. It was 
you who condemned the innocent and killed them; they offered you no resistance. 



Heavenly Father you sent your Son to teach us to be a true disciple by rejecting evil. We seek your help with the 
needs of the world.  
 

 For the Church, as the Father’s holy people, may we learn to reject all that is evil in 
our lives. Lord hear us. 

 

 For refugees and migrants, may we demand that our  government treat all displaced      
persons with justice and compassion. Lord hear us. 

 

 For our particular family of families, may we seek to reach out and protect the vulner-
able. Lord hear us. 

 

 For those who are in our sacramental preparation programmes, may they and their       
families come to know the Father’s love for them more. Lord hear us. 

 

 For our teachers, support staff, and students, may they enjoy the break that is the 
school holidays. Lord hear us. 

 

 For our sick and dead, especially those for whom we have been asked to pray. Lord 
hear us. 

 

 For the prayers of our hearts   LONGER PAUSE   Lord hear us. 
 

All Powerful Father, we the people called to follow your Son confidently bring our prayers to you so our faith may 
be strengthened. We ask this through Christ, our Lord. AMEN. 

 

MASS ON DEMAND 
 

 

 

We hope that you enjoy this service, and tell your friends,       

families, and   colleagues about it and invite them to join the 

community of St Anne’s Parish as we worship. 

Click HERE for Mass on Demand. 

CONTRIBUTIONS / COLLECTIONS:  
 

Those who make their               

contribution via credit card, 

should they wish to change their 

details, please contact Janelle via 

email:  

stannesstrathfield@outlook.com  

LIVESTREAMED MASSES 
The Archdiocese of Sydney has set up a dedicated webpage with details on livestreamed Masses to help the faithful 
during the current lockdown and beyond, at this address: : www.sydneycatholic.org/live-masses.  

 

If you would like to add your parish details onto this site, please contact   Michael Kenny via email:  
 

michael.kenny@sydneycatholic.org. 

HOMILY (CONTINUED)  
 

about it but only preach and pray. Over the last little while, we have experienced many calls that insist on             
differences and calling out what we consider as bad behaviour. Pope Francis in an address this week reminded us 
that in harping on these perceived differences we make them more so and becoming unhappy. James and Francis   
remind us that we do not know the circumstances of individuals or even of groups, we should not too hasty in      
condemnation. If we are truly Christian we should strive to look at ourselves and know we are sinners and leave 
others to live out their life and relationship with God in their own way. Not easy to do in the face of suffering and 
anxiety.  

The Pope is visiting Australia. He's in Adelaide and realises that he needs to be in 
Melbourne in just a few hours. He tells his driver to step on it. The driver isn't     
going fast enough for the Pope. He tells him “Pull over, I'll drive”. The Pope floors 
it. Halfway there, he gets stopped by the local police. The officer goes up to the 
driver's side window, and asks, "Do you know how fast you were going?" The 
Pope replies, "Do you know who I am?" The officer realising who it is radios in, 
"Tell the Senior Sergeant we have a situation here." 
 
The Senior Sergeant gets on the radio and asks, "Did you pull the Premier's wife 
over again?" The officer replies, "It's bigger than that." The Senior Sergeant asks, 
"You didn't pull the Supreme Court Judge over again, did you?" The officer replies, 
"It's bigger than that." The Senior Sergeant finally asks, "Then, who did you pull 
over?" The officer replies, "I don't know, but he has the Pope for a driver!" 

https://www.youtube.com/user/cathnews
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EVENING WITH MARY - FEAST OF OUR LADY OF THE ROSARY  

Join us on the Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary, where we will be reflecting on this feast day and the importance of 
Mary in our Catholic life. 

Date: Thursday, 7 October           Time: 7:00 – 8:30 PM 
Platform: See https://www.sydneycatholicyouth.org/events/ for more information 

ONLINE HOLY HOUR FOR THE NEEDS OF SYDNEY CATHOLICS: THURSDAY 30 SEPTEMBER 
 

The Parish Renewal Team in the Sydney Centre for Evangelisation is inviting Sydney  
Catholics to an online Holy Hour on Thursday 30 September, the eve of  the first Friday in 
honour of the Sacred Heart of Jesus and the Feast Day of St Therese, patron saint of        
missionaries. St Therese knew that her daily union with Christ in prayer was the most       
effective help she could offer for the Church's proclamation of the Gospel.  
 

As we await the end of lockdown, let us unite ourselves with Christ and pray that many 
hearts will be open to his love and granted the grace to encounter Him in this time of     
challenge and to live ever more deeply as his disciples.  Registrations essential. 
 

Online Holy Hour 
Date:  Thursday 30 September 
Time:  7:00 pm – 8:30 pm 
Venue:  Online at www.gomakedisciples.org.au/cas-events 

WRITE TO YOUR LOCAL NSW MP TO STOP PROPOSED EUTHANASIA LAWS IN OUR STATE 
 

Parishioners are encouraged to please contact your local NSW MP, expressing your opposition to the voluntary    
assisted dying bill, proposed by Independent MP Alex Greenwich. The anti-euthanasia coalition, HOPE has          
developed an online tool that will allow you to send an email directly to your state MP and to all members of the 
NSW Upper House. The tool is available here: https://www.noeuthanasia.org.au/petition_2108_ocp_nsw 
 
If parishioners do not wish to use an online tool, you can download a a series of sample letters here, and a letter 
writing guide here.  

INAUGURAL MARCH FOR LIFE MASS: SUNDAY 26 SEPTEMBER 
 
Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP is inviting Catholics across Sydney to demonstrate their support for a culture of life 
in NSW at the inaugural March for Life Mass. Organised by the Life, Marriage and Family team, the Mass          
coincides with the same date two years ago when the NSW Parliament passed the Abortion Reform Act, allowing 
for abortion up to birth in NSW.  The Mass will be livestreamed on the St Mary's Cathedral You Tube channel re: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=omSVSNtdIrg 

CHARITABLE WORKS FUND APPEAL: 26 SEPTEMBER 
 

Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP is inviting Catholics across Sydney to donate what you can to support the         
Charitable Works Fund appeal. The appeal helps support important works for the needy including Catholic Care, 
Aboriginal Catholic Ministry and hospital and prison chaplaincies. 
 

Donations can be made online here: https://www.ourfaithourworks.org/give-to-cwf/  

If you wish to make a contribution and assist our parish with it quota, please contact Janelle on stannestrathfield-

south@outlook.com next Tuesday between 10am and 2pm and she will tell you how you can do that.  

ST VINCENT DE PAUL- SUPPORT FOR THE DISADVANTAGED IN LOCKDOWN  
 

St Vincent De Paul volunteers have recently distributed 900 snack packs, 250 self-care packs and 130 hampers 
through a range of services including Redfern Youth Connect, Parramatta Mission Meals Plus and local support 
hubs. 
 

Find out more and what support is available here. 

WALKING INTO NATURE AND OURSELVES 
Walking is an endless school of mysteries and magic; its instructors, the forces 
of nature, the energy of animals and trees. It is the truest form of movement that 
we have been given, an expression of our lives and a way to experience the    
sacred places on Earth and the spiritual wonders of the wild. Through walking 
we can look at our lives and our place in the grand scheme with new eyes while 
in communion with everything surrounding us. 
James Endredy Earthwalks for Body and Spirit. 

https://apac01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcomms.sydneycatholic.org%2Fch%2F75218%2F997v1%2F2218850%2FjDD7FouZ8A7kdZiEpBGkD9fEf7BPvy5GCLw6ESk2-1.html&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cbe7f71872a48493092b408d978a4fc6f%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%
https://apac01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcomms.sydneycatholic.org%2Fch%2F75218%2F9d9qq%2F2218427%2FaAxdG5kmh33.jezFiavnZTGJo09AsPw8tsHQIWya.html&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cd63bf5be86e14b6caea408d97e3e43c9%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C
https://apac01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcomms.sydneycatholic.org%2Fch%2F75218%2F9d9qq%2F2218427%2FaAxdG5kmh33.jezFiavnZTGJo09AsPw8tsHQIWya-1.html&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cd63bf5be86e14b6caea408d97e3e43c9%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%
https://apac01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcomms.sydneycatholic.org%2Fch%2F75218%2F9d9qq%2F2218886%2FaAxdG5kmh33.jezFiavn8Zh5hJ5Xx.xV9TUGfLtT.html&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cd63bf5be86e14b6caea408d97e3e43c9%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C
https://apac01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcomms.sydneycatholic.org%2Fch%2F75218%2F9d9qq%2F2218887%2FaAxdG5kmh33.jezFiavnA2qCnZfdhThkGIs.CEGg.docx&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cd63bf5be86e14b6caea408d97e3e43c9%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C
https://apac01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcomms.sydneycatholic.org%2Fch%2F75218%2F9d9qq%2F2218888%2FaAxdG5kmh33.jezFiavnwp0rtwvNnl3D9yGTQcuo.pdf&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cd63bf5be86e14b6caea408d97e3e43c9%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1
https://apac01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcomms.sydneycatholic.org%2Fch%2F75218%2F9d9qq%2F2218888%2FaAxdG5kmh33.jezFiavnwp0rtwvNnl3D9yGTQcuo.pdf&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cd63bf5be86e14b6caea408d97e3e43c9%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1
https://apac01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcomms.sydneycatholic.org%2Fch%2F75218%2F9d9qq%2F2218889%2FaAxdG5kmh33.jezFiavnmQo.ovb_2IdoWtdEzuTO.html&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cd63bf5be86e14b6caea408d97e3e43c9%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C
https://apac01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcomms.sydneycatholic.org%2Fch%2F75218%2F9d9qq%2F2218890%2FaAxdG5kmh33.jezFiavnBPDiErKhvG2CxwElKFdg.html&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cd63bf5be86e14b6caea408d97e3e43c9%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C
mailto:stannestrathfieldsouth@outlook.com
mailto:stannestrathfieldsouth@outlook.com
https://apac01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcomms.sydneycatholic.org%2Fch%2F75218%2F9d9qq%2F2218746%2FaAxdG5kmh33.jezFiavnmB4LDH9cpLwFn78X7oNi.pdf&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cd63bf5be86e14b6caea408d97e3e43c9%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1


POPE CALLS ON WORLD TO WELCOME REFUGEES AND IMMIGRANTS 
THOMAS REESE, RELIGION NEWS SERVICE SEP 15, 2021 

 
People evacuated from Afghanistan step off a bus as they arrive at a         
processing center Aug. 23 in Chantilly, after arriving on a flight at Dulles    
International Airport. (AP/Andrew Harnik)  
 

During his visit to Hungary, Pope Francis urged that country to "extend its 
arms toward everyone." This was a not-so-subtle challenge to Hungary's 
Viktor Orban, the far-right autocrat, and other nativist Europeans who want 
to keep refugees and immigrants out of Europe. Needless to say, it is also a 
challenge to Americans who would like to pretend this is not our concern. 
 

The pope made the request during his Sept. 12 visit to Hungary and repeated 
the message on the following days while visiting Slovakia. 
 

While the anti-immigrant frenzy is disrupting Europe, Francis stands almost alone as politicians either join the frenzy 
or run for cover. This is Francis at his prophetic best. He is standing up for the marginalized who have been bloodied 
by war, starved by famine and displaced by persecution. Nor is he speaking out only for his own flock — most of 
these refugees and immigrants are non-Christians. 
 

According to the U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees, there were 82.4 million refugees at the end of 2020. This is 
double the number in 2010 and does not even include the 55 million who are internally displaced in their own     
countries. Most of the refugees come from countries torn apart by civil wars, like Syria, Venezuela, Afghanistan, 
South Sudan, Myanmar, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Somalia, Sudan, the Central African Republic and 
Eritrea. These countries also have large numbers of internally displaced people as do Ethiopia, Mozambique and 
Burkina Faso. These man-made catastrophes are worsened by climate change, as floods and droughts threaten the 
embattled         regions. 
 

The country with the most refugees is Turkey, which has been inundated with those fleeing Syria. Other countries 
with large refugee populations include Colombia (from Venezuela), Germany, Pakistan and Uganda. Solving the    
refugee crisis should not center on building walls and fences or turning back boats of refugees in the Mediterranean. 
The international community, with U.S. leadership, needs to deal with the roots of the crisis in the conflicts that 
make the refugees' countries unlivable. 
 

Rather than sending troops and weapons, which make matters worse, what is needed is an army of diplomats and 
nongovernmental organizations trained in conflict resolution and peacemaking. Killing people, especially 
through "collateral damage," simply recruits more people for the conflicts. 
 

True peace also requires justice. A just society, Francis said during his trip, is one that allows "each person to receive 
the bread of employment, so that none will feel marginalized or constrained to leave family and homeland in search 
of a better life." 
 

If even a small percentage of the trillions of dollars spent on arms were dedicated instead to fostering peace and 
justice, the world would be a safer place with fewer refugees. Reducing conflicts and fostering development is 
the long-term solution to the refugee crisis, but we also need short-term solutions to care for existing refugees. 
 

The process for clearing Afghans who worked with Americans, for example as translators, has been abysmally slow, 
often taking three years. If American military officers or other government supervisors who were on the ground in 
Afghanistan vouch for someone, they should be fast-tracked through the process as long as they are not in a terrorist 
database. 
 

If even a small percentage of the trillions of dollars spent on arms were dedicated instead to fostering peace and 
justice, the world would be a safer place with fewer refugees. 
 

Second, the United States needs to increase the number of refugees allowed into our country. Currently, the quota is 
62,500, up from 15,000 under President Donald Trump. The number should be at least raised to 85,000, what it was 
in 2016. The president can do this on his own authority. What he cannot do without Congress is allocate money to as-
sist the religious and other NGOs, like the bishops' Migration and Refugee Services, who help refugees resettle and 
become productive citizens. Congress needs to pass the $6.4 billion requested by the president for resettling 95,000 
Afghan refugees. 
 

Third, the United States and the European Union need to help countries like Turkey and Colombia that are bearing 
the heaviest burden of harboring refugees from their neighbors. 
 

The cross of Christ "raises and extends its arms towards everyone," Francis said in Hungary, where anti-immigrant 
feelings run high. It is our Christian duty to be welcoming. "All of us are frail and in need of others," Francis said in 
Slovakia. "None can stand apart, either as individuals or as a nation." This is what is meant by solidarity. 
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VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES - ENGLISH TEACHERS, YOUTH WORKERS & YOUTH MINISTERS 
The Cagliero Project is an initiative of the Australia-Pacific Province of the Salesians of Don Bosco, providing       
overseas volunteer experiences for Australians who wish to work with disadvantaged young people. We are seeking     
enthusiastic volunteers for January 2022 departure. Our volunteer placements run for 6-12 months and are                 
centered around working with young people in educational settings. We are currently recruiting for volunteers in our 
Australian communities however when it is possible and safe to do so we will recommence sending volunteers to    
Cambodia, Samoa, Timor Leste and the Solomon Islands. We aim to utilise the skills and talents of our volunteers to 
provide the best possible contribution to the host community. Our aim is not to ‘help’ but to walk in solidarity with 
young people and for volunteer and host to have a mutual learning experience. We are also present in host communities 
to be role models - people that young people can aspire to be.  
 

Cagliero volunteers commit themselves to working in the ‘Salesian way’. This means that young people are the central 
focus in all work. The Salesian way also means approaching life in a joyful way with a loving heart. The experience as 
a Cagliero volunteer is not about the volunteer but is focused on the people we go to serve. However, serving as a      
Cagliero volunteer will probably be the most rewarding thing you ever do!  
For more information, or to send us an inquiry, follow this link: http://cagliero.org.au/  
Applications close October 30th, 2021.   
Contact: Lauren Hichaaba, Director of the Cagliero Project Email: lhichaaba@salesians.org.au 

September 26  
Migrant and Refugee Sunday  

Theme: Towards An Every Wider ‘We’ 
 

Pope Francis has chosen the theme, Towards An Ever Wider “We”, for the 107th World Day of Migrant and          
Refugees, commemorated in Australia on Sunday, 26 September 2021.  

 

‘Immigrants dying at sea, in boats which were vehicles of hope and became vehicles of 
death. That is how the headlines put it. When I first heard of this tragedy a few weeks ago, 
and realised that it happens all too frequently, it has constantly come back to me like a 
painful thorn in my heart … 
 

‘These brothers and sisters of ours were trying to escape difficult situations to find some 
serenity and peace; they were looking for a better place for themselves and their families, 
but instead they found death. How often do such people fail to find understanding, fail to 
find acceptance, fail to find solidarity. And their cry rises up to God! … 
 

‘Has any one of us wept for these persons who were on the boat? For the young mothers 
carrying their babies? For these men who were looking for a means of supporting their 
families? We are a society which has forgotten how to weep, how to experience             
compassion – ‘suffering with’ others: the globalisation of indifference has taken from us 
the ability to weep!’‘                                                     Pope Francis at Lampedusa in 2015 

PRAY WITH US AND FOR US: ARCHBISHOP COSTELLOE  
Plenary Council president Archbishop Timothy Costelloe SDB is inviting Catholics across Australia to pray with 
and pray for Council members during the upcoming first general assembly.  
 

The Fifth Plenary Council of Australia will open on Sunday, October 3, with         
Archbishop Costelloe celebrating the opening Mass at St Mary’s Cathedral in Perth at 
2pm AEDT. The Mass will be livestreamed on the Plenary Council      website. Masses 
during the week will also be broadcast publicly at 9.30am AEDT, with the Mass to 
close the first general    assembly livestreamed from Brisbane at 11am AEDT on       
October 10. Australian Catholic Bishops Conference president Archbishop Mark Cole-
ridge will celebrate that Mass. 

 
Archbishop Costelloe said the Masses being celebrated online allow people across the country to join in common 
prayer and worship with the Plenary Council as its focus. “With millions of people living in locations where public 
Masses can’t be celebrated, this online option will help Council members and the wider faithful unite in liturgy,” he 
said. “Where people can gather for Mass, the same prayers, readings and musical suggestions used for the Plenary 
Council Masses can be downloaded for use in each parish across the country.” 
 
The prayers provided to members for their nourishment, including a range of prayer experiences such as lectio 
divina and the Examen, are also available for download and use. In addition to the Masses, opening prayer for each 
day of the first general assembly will be livestreamed, offering another time of shared encounter for those wishing to 
join online. 
 

Details: Plenary Council prayer and liturgy resources  
FULL STORY Archbishop Costelloe: ‘Pray with us and for us’  

Source: 23 September 2021 ACBC Media Blog 
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