
WELCOME TO 

ST. ANNE’S STRATHFIELD SOUTH PARISH  

St. Anne’s Strathfield South Parish 
Administrator: Father Jacek Cichy 

11 St Anne’s Square  

Strathfield South  NSW  2136 

Email:  stannesstrathfieldsouth@outlook.com 

Website:  https://www.stannestrathfieldsouth.org.au/ 

St. Anne’s Catholic Primary School  
Principal: Mr Mark McKeown 

St Anne’s Square 

Strathfield South NSW 2136 

Phone: (02) 9642 6149 

Fax: (02) 9742 6250 

Website: https://www.stastrathfield.catholic.edu.au/ 

First Sunday of Advent                                                                          27 & 28 November 2021 

READINGS: 
Jeremiah    33:14-16 
1Thessalonians   3:12-4:2 
Luke    21:25-28, 34-36 

I am sharing ‘St. Anne’ with you 
 

St Anne's Church, school, presbytery, and the old church are a little bit hidden from the major 
traffic at Strathfield South. Some people call it a hidden gem. Yes, maybe it is hidden but 
God’s grace and love, prayer and charity are so beautifully mingled with everyday life, your 
worries, your joys, your short falls but also with your daily heroism. 
 

And importantly, this place is dedicated to God through the intercession of St. Anne – a         
significant hidden gem in our spirituality and the history of salvation. As you know, St Anne 
was the mother of Mary from whom Jesus was born. So, she was Jesus’ grandmother. 

 

It makes me reflect about our grandparents – what hidden gems they are in their families…  

May this beauty shine forth, and may St Anne direct our lives to God.                                                        Fr Jacek 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF COUNTRY  

We acknowledge and celebrate that this land is of the Wangal      

people of the Darug nation on which we are gathered. We  commit 

ourselves to work together for reconciliation, justice and peace.  

Responsorial Psalm:   To you, O Lord, I lift my soul. 
 

Gospel Acclamation:   Alleluia! Alleluia! Lord, show us your mercy and love, and grant us your salvation.    
Alleluia! 

 

Eucharistic Acclamation: Save us, Saviour of the world, for by your Cross and Resurrection you have set us free. 

CONTACT WITH PARISH OFFICE   

1. For matters dealing with finance, envelopes etc please address: Attention: Janelle. Janelle works on Tuesdays 
only. 

2. For matters regarding safeguarding, working with children check etc and the bulletin, please address            
Attention: Rachael. Rachael works on Saturdays only 

3. For all other parish matters: Attention Fr Jacek Cichy. 

Weekday/Weekend Mass Timetable: 
Saturday Vigil:   6:00 pm 
Sunday:   8:00 am & 10:00 am 
Tuesday - Friday: 9:15 am  

Reconciliation is on Saturdays between 5:00 pm - 5:30 pm  
Baptisms, marriages and funerals by appointment.  

 

HOLY WATER  
is now permitted under the lessening of restrictions. 

A very warm welcome to all who are visiting our family of families of St Anne’s. It is good to have you with us.  
 

Currently we are providing a small number of hard copies of the bulletin. While most have an              
opportunity to attend a weekend Mass, we will continue to offer the electronic bulletin but in a reduced 
form to assist you in spending some time in prayer as a family. We are considering simply providing the 
references for the readings and other measures. You are strongly encouraged to provide your thoughts 
on this and what form you prefer.  
 

If you have any questions or would like to know more about our family of families, please contact Fr Jacek on the 
email address above. We welcome your suggestions and enquires, including feedback about the bulletin.  

New liturgical year begins this weekend. Readings are from 

Sunday Cycle C (Mark’s gospel) and Weekday Cycle 2.  
From next Saturday onwards, there will be an 

additional mass starting at 9:15 am 

https://apac01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.stannestrathfieldsouth.org.au%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C886d035fd0a142ef02e008d926f869f1%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637583670631598964%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAw


FOR OUR DEAD 
Holy Souls, especially, Lorraine Grace, Jim and Peg 

Bryson, Anne Glass  
FOR OUR SICK 

especially Bill Petrie, Fr P. Maher, Peter Simon, 
Tony Grace, Frank Zerafa, Bishop W Wright, 
Mgr John Usher, Mgr Brian Raynor, Frs M 

Kelly, Frank Coorey, Paul Foley, David Coffey, 
and Don Willoughby.  

If you know of anyone who is not receiving the bulletin and would like to, encourage them to      
contact the Parish Office on stannesstrathfield@outlook.com with their email address and they 
will be included in our list for the following week.  
 

The bulletin should arrive each Saturday from around mid to late afternoon. If it does not 
please contact us and we will resend it to you. 

Should you have any prayer 
requests that you would like 
our families of families to 
pray for, please send them to 
the Parish Office on: 

 stannesstrathfieldsouth@outlook.com 

 

CURRENT COVID RESTRICTIONS 
 

1. Churches may be opened for weddings and funerals, and for services restricted to those who are fully             
vaccinated (e.g. for baptisms; or for a ‘private’ Mass with a priest who is fully vaccinated.) 

2. Whenever people gather in a place of worship, the number permitted is according to the 2 sqm rule, and 
masks must be worn in church. COVID Check-in is also required via the Service NSW App or a written 
record. 

3. Hand sanitising is still strongly recommended.  

COVID-19 

QR codes are now compulsory for churches to ensure there is a record kept for all attendees. However in cases 
where you have parishioners unable to use a QR code, the parish must keep an electronic record of that person’s 
name and contact details.   
 

All are encouraged to download Services NSW App to your phone prior to coming to the church. When the        

download completed, scroll down to Tools and you will find the COVID app. Prior to entering the church, please do 

the following: 

1. Open the app at the appropriate page. 

2. Place your phone over the QR sign. A page will open with all your details.   

3. Sanitised your hands (take a mask if necessary) and you are welcome to contribute to the     

collections 

4. Show your open app to the person who is marking off names. 

5. Go to your seat and ensure your phone is in silent mode. 

PLEASE REMEMBER AFTER MASS: Open the app and scroll to Tools, tap on COVID and then on last place 

visited; tick the circle to log off. Otherwise, you will be marked as being in the church until you follow this          

procedure. 
QR CODE  

for St Anne’s Catholic Church,  

Strathfield South 

Don’t forget to Check Out afterwards. 

Fr Danny Meagher has been appointed by Pope Francis as an 

Auxiliary Bishop of the Archdiocese of Sydney. He will be    

ordained Bishop at St Mary's Cathedral on 8 December 2021 

at 7pm. Please remember him in our prayers. He is likely to be 

appointed Bishop of our region.  

FUN FACT:  
“One of the simplest ways to determine the     
cycle year is to add the digits of the calendar 
year and see if they are divisible by three. If it is 
divisible by three, then it is “Year C.” Once you 
figure that out, the rest of the years are easy to 
determine. Here is 2022 to use as an example. 2 
+ 0 + 2 + 2 = 6. Since 6 is divisible by 3, 2022 
is “Year C.” This means that 2022 will be “Year 
C,” since it is a three-year cycle.  

mailto:stannesstrathfield@outlook.com


 

Purple vestments, a wreath with candles, seasonal songs and no Gloria – these are the 
cues that signal the start of Advent and a new liturgical year today. The spirit of hope 
that gives Advent its appeal is swiftly established by the prophet Jeremiah, the psalmist 
and the apostle Paul. 
 

Jeremiah encourages the troubled people of his day with God’s promise of a new era of     
justice and peace. Immediately the psalm invites us to renew our trust in the goodness 
of God. Writing to the Thessalonians to calm their anxiety about Christ’s return, Paul 
prays    lovingly for them and appeals to them as a pastor. 
 

If by now we feel comforted and confident, the gospel comes as a shock. The picture 
Jesus paints of the cosmic upheaval and sudden judgement of the end-time seems      
calculated to strike fear into our hearts. But he reassures us with the promise of           
liberation. Prayer will bring the strength and confidence we need to survive. 
 

Jesus’ constant intent is to free us from fear. His call is for us to be fully alive in the here and now. Today’s readings 
conspire to invite us to stand tall, take heart, and get on with living “the life that God wants.”               

   Source: Liturgy Brisbane 

29 November Meeting of People John Paul II with the 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
People, Alice Springs, 1986  

3 December Saint Francis Xavier (Born in 1506 in 
Navarre [Spain]. Died on this day in 
1552 off the coast of China. Met Saint 
Ignatius of Loloya [31 July] while       
studying in Paris , became of the first 
Jesuits, and went to Goa [India] as a   
missionary. Travelled extensively 
through southeast Asia to Japan, winning 
many converts and leaving behind         
organised Christian communities.                
REMEMBERED for the witness of his 
poverty and for his     tireless efforts as a 
missionary.)                                                  

Source: Liturgy Brisbane  

BECOME A CATECHIST OR HELPER IN 2022 
 

Half of Catholic children in Sydney are in public primary and high schools.  
 
Share the hope and joy that Jesus brings with them and become a catechist or helper, ready to start in Term 1, 2022. 
 

Starting off as a helper, you'll receive easy step-by-step lessons and hand out activity books in primary schools. 
 

Find out more about the work catechists do here, whether at primary or secondary level: https://
ccd.sydneycatholic.org/ 
 
 

"Being a catechist is the most spiritually fulfilling thing I've done"- Rose 

‘To be kind – always and to everyone – is to be fully, gloriously human, and every act of kindness is one more 
step towards a better society.’                                                                                                              Hugh MacKay  

LIGHTS OF CHRISTMAS 2021,  
ST MARY’S CATHEDRAL FORECOURT,  

9-25 DECEMBER  
 

Join in Sydney’s favourite free Christmas tradition, 
uniting families, locals and tourists with a display of 

digital storytelling projected onto St Mary’s Cathedral.  
 

Find out more: https://lightsofchristmas.com.au/  

https://apac01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcomms.sydneycatholic.org%2Fch%2F75218%2Fv3nn5%2F2219137%2FnPToSb8mstF_lsvAC8IDo7XYJ6iSbtbJaSpffqPG.html&data=04%7C01%7C%7C5372a96e965c48dc455808d9a997e69b%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C
https://apac01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcomms.sydneycatholic.org%2Fch%2F75218%2Fv3nn5%2F2219137%2FnPToSb8mstF_lsvAC8IDo7XYJ6iSbtbJaSpffqPG.html&data=04%7C01%7C%7C5372a96e965c48dc455808d9a997e69b%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C


 

HAPPY NEW YEAR!  
 

No - I haven't mis-scheduled a blog post. On the first Sunday of Advent, the Church marks the first day of a new Liturgical 
year.  As with the celebration of the new calendar year each January, the new Church year is a time of new beginnings, of 
fresh starts, and of renewed purpose. 
 

It is with good reason that the church chooses a penitential season to begin each new year. Advent, contrary to what every 
blaring cyber-Monday commercial and glittering fully-decorated Christmas trees at the local Mall would have you believe, 
is a season of interior preparation, not merely for the infant Jesus' birth into history which we celebrate on Christmas, but 
for the Lord's second coming in glory and for our own personal judgment which comes at our deaths. Like the other         
penitential season in the Church's calendar - Lent, it is a time of interior purification and renewal - preparing our hearts and 
souls to more fully live in union with God in this life in order to enjoy eternal happiness with him in the next. What better 
way to start off a New Year! 
 

Here are seven ideas for New (Liturgical) Year's resolutions: 
 

1. Go to Daily Mass one extra day per week.  
 The Catechism of the Catholic Church, quoting Lumen Gentium, describes the Eucharist as "the source and suumit of 

the Christian life" and states that "the Church strongly encourages the faithful to receive the holy Eucharist on Sundays 
and feast days, or more often still, even daily." If you are not already a Daily Mass  attendee, resolve to attend just one 
more Mass each week. 

 

2.  Add a new prayer to your prayer routine.   
 For me, this year, I am planning to embrace the discipline of doing Morning prayer and Evening prayer from the       

Liturgy of the Hours each day. However, there are so many ways of incorporating more prayer in your life: Daily Mass, 
the Rosary, the Chaplet of Divine Mercy, the Noon-time  Angelus- the list is endless. Make a commitment today that 
will be achievable - even if the only commitment you are able to make is to pray one single Our Father each day. 

 

3. Read the scriptures.  
 The Bible is the living word of God and spending just 10 minutes a day reading it will change your life. If you are new 

to reading the Bible - begin with the Gospel of John and commit to reading for 10 minutes. If you are already a regular 
scripture-reader, pick a book that you are not as familiar with and begin reading it. More ambitious? Check out 
this daily reading plan which will help you read the entire Bible in one year. 

 

4. Begin a spiritual journal.  
 Keeping a spiritual journal has been one of the most fruitful practices I have ever adopted. I journal my prayers,      

struggles, scriptures or quotes that have inspired me, petitions, thanksgiving for blessings and more. My journal is a 
concrete expression of my prayer time and provides a great tool for being honest in my prayer time. Reflecting upon 
my completed journals allows me to see how the Lord has moved in my life over a period of time. Looking for more 
tips about journaling?  Read 7 Lessons From Keeping a Spiritual Journal, grab a notebook and pen and being your love 
letter to the Lord this year! 

 

5.  Forgive.  
 Holding a grudge? Resenting someone who has hurt you? Angry and upset about the way your parents/husband/

children/friends/boss/etc. treat you? Holding on to unforgiveness is hurting only one person - you.  This New Year -    
resolve to forgive those who have hurt you. Spend some time in prayer and ask the Lord for the grace to extend         
forgiveness.  Remember that Jesus forgave from the Cross- it is difficult to withhold forgiveness when you meditate on 
the crucifixion scene. A great way to start is to write a letter to the person who has hurt you (you don't have to actually 
send it). In the letter, be specific about what you are forgiving that person for. When you have completed the letter, 
place the person in the Lord's hands and let them go. 

 

6. Go to confession.  
 Confession is tough stuff - it is not easy to sit before another person and plainly state, without excuses, all your failings, 

weaknesses and shortcomings. I spent 20 long, dark years away from Confession and can personally attest that it is 
an incredibly powerful Sacrament and the grace that is available through it to bring healing,     freedom and wholeness 
is immeasurable. Do not be afraid to go to confession. If you have been away from the Sacrament for awhile, ask a 
friend to go with you. Find a priest that you think you would be comfortable with and explain that you are unfamiliar/
uncomfortable/uneasy or just plain afraid - he can help with the mechanics of the Sacrament. Ask the Holy Spirit to 
bring to mind your sins and then jump in with both feet. You will be   relieved, elated, and joyful afterwards. Don't wait 
- the Lord's mercy is the most amazing gift 

 

7.  Make friends with a saint.  
 Ever been asked by a non-Catholic: "Why do you pray to a statue?"  The Communion of Saints is a gift and a mystery 

that have nothing to do with praying to statues and everything to do with being part of a family that spans the        
boundaries of time and space. The saints are role models for living lives according to God's plan and powerful           
intercessors before the throne of the Lord in heaven. This year, resolve to learn about one new saint in a deep way - 
read their writings, watch videos about their lives, strive to identify and imitate their heroic virtue, and pray to them for 
their intercession.  

 
Source: https://saints365.blogspot.com/2014/11/new-liturgical-years-resolutions.html 

http://www.vatican.va/archive/ccc_css/archive/catechism/p2s2c1a3.htm
http://www.saints365.blogspot.com/2014/03/the-angelus-domestic-church-style.html
http://catholicbibleinayear.org/daily-scripture-reading-schedule/
http://www.saints365.blogspot.com/2014/04/7-quick-takes-friday-lessons-from_11.html
https://www.blogger.com/blogger.g?blogID=4523892487636879869#allposts

