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 Fourth Sunday of Advent (Year A)                                           17 & 18 December 2022 

SUNDAY READINGS: 
Isaiah      7:10–14 

St Paul to the Romans  1:1–7 

Matthew     1:18–24 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF COUNTRY  
We acknowledge and celebrate that this land is 

of the Wangal people of the Darug nation on 
which we are gathered. We commit ourselves to 

work together for reconciliation, justice and 
peace.  

On 8 December 1870, Pope Pius 
IX named St Joseph patron of the 
worldwide Church.  One hundred 
and fifty years later, Pope Francis 
issued an apostolic letter to mark 
the anniversary. In it he reflected 
on Joseph as a  father from seven 

points of view: a father who was beloved, tender and    
loving, obedient, accepting, creatively courageous,    
working, and in the shadows. Here is one brief extract on 
Joseph’s creative courage.  \ 
 

“A superficial reading of these stories [the infancy        
narratives] can often give the impression that the world is 
at the mercy of the strong and mighty, but the ‘good 
news’ of the Gospel consists in showing that, for all the 
arrogance and violence of worldly powers, God always 
finds a way to carry out his saving plan. So too, our lives 
may at times seem to be at the mercy of the powerful, but 
the Gospel shows us what counts. God always finds a 
way to save us, provided we show the same creative 
courage as the carpenter of Nazareth, who was able to 
turn a problem into a possibility by trusting always in      
divine providence.  
 

“If at times God seems not to help us, surely this does 
not mean that we have been abandoned, but instead are 
being trusted to plan, to be creative, and to find solutions 
ourselves”.                               Source: Liturgy Brisbane 

Weekday/Weekend Mass Timetable: 
Saturday Vigil: 5:00 pm 
Sunday: 8:00 am & 10:00 am 
Tuesday - Friday 9:15 am 
Saturday: 9:15 am   

Reconciliation - Saturdays from 9:45 am  
Baptisms, marriages and funerals, by appointment only.  

Responsorial Psalm: Let the Lord enter; he is king of glory 
 

Gospel Acclamation:  Alleluia, alleluia! The virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, 
and they shall name him Emmanuel . Alleluia! 

FOR OUR DEAD 
 

Please remember those 
who have gone before us:  

 

Jean Weerasinghe 
David Sarju 

Bienvenido Dalida Caindoc 
Relative and friends of   

Bernadette  
 

FOR OUR SICK 
Joyce McDonald 

Jerry Pasqual 

COLUMBAN ART 
CALENDARS 2023  

 

are on sale for $10 each at the 
back of the church. Kindly place 
the money in the Donations for 
Organ box.  

https://apac01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.stannestrathfieldsouth.org.au%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C886d035fd0a142ef02e008d926f869f1%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637583670631598964%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAw


 

From the Pastor. 
These past few weeks have been challenging for me with a recent stint in 
hospital to undergo surgery. The procedure has been largely successful 
and I am recovering well. I am thankful to the hospital medical team, for 
their skill and good care of me. During my time in hospital, our faith    
community was left in the capable hands of four priests:  Fr Julian, Fr 
Richard, Fr Jarek, and Fr Terry.  To these priests a special thank you for 
your support and help.  I also thank Deacon Conti for his readiness to 
serve. 
 

I am proud of the strength shown by our faith community during this time 
of my absence, with much support being provided so willingly. I know 
many of you prayed for me, some even visited me in the hospital, I say 
thank you.  I really appreciate this. 
 

One of the important duties as priest and pastor is to provide spiritual 
nourishment for the Parish. In the absence of the priest (say of old age or 
due to sickness) Communion Services may be provided when a mass is 
not possible. I ask you to please be open and understanding to this    
practice during this time in order to still receive the blessed Eucharist.  
 

As we enter the second and last stage of Advent, we prepare for the gift 
of receiving Christ into our hearts through the sacrament of reconciliation, 
(2

nd
 Rite of Reconciliation Tuesday 6.30 pm). Please take this seriously 

before Christmas.  The gift of reconciliation is really a nativity of Christ in 
our hearts and lives.  May this week before the feast be a time of peace 
and love.                                                                                      Blessings, 

Fr Jack 

ST VINNIE’S CHRISTMAS APPEAL 
This Christmas, your generous financial 
donation will help Vinnies provide much 
needed help and financial assistance to 
those without. More than anything we 
can give hope to many in our community 
in their time of need. Envelopes will be 
available on the pews. Donations can be 
placed on any of the collection plates. 
Thank you. We welcome Phil Townsend 
from St Vincent de Paul who will be 
speaking to us this weekend. 



STAY AWAKE! PREPARE FOR THE  
COMING OF CHRIST ADVENT COMPANION 2022  

 

The Parish Advent group will be meeting this Tuesday 20
th
 December at 7 

pm in the Presbytery. 

THE FOURTH CANDLE OF 
 ADVENT IS THE CANDLE OF LOVE  

 

Our wait is nearly over as today we celebrate 
the Fourth Sunday of Advent. Over the past 
three weeks, as the warm light has grown over 
our Advent wreath, we have asked that 
Christ’s light grow within us. Today, as we    
celebrate the light and love of Christ, we will 
be called upon to remember that, just as 
Christ showed His love by giving His life for 
us, we show our love by giving ourselves to 
others, and especially by sharing with others 
our stories of the light of Christ in our lives. 
This is especially important when we think of 
one of the more significant aspects of the    
season of Advent: our preparation for the      
return of Christ on the Last Day. 

RECONCILIATION   
2

nd
 Rite of Reconciliation will be held at 6.30 pm on Tuesday 20

th
 December 2022. 

SAFEGUARDING AND MINISTERIAL INTEGRITY OFFICE 
 

From time to time we receive notifications regarding child protection. This is called SALT 
Compliance.  All who are involved in Pastoral Care are due to complete proper training in  
regard to Child Protection. The list of parishioners who are overdue for completing this     
training is long. These parishioners should receive notification from your Safeguarding      
Parish Officer. Please check your records and if these are not current you are required to 
complete the Safeguarding Training Course. These courses are available online. A copy of 
the Certificate must be provided to the parish office as soon as possible. 
 

Many thanks for understanding this serious matter. 

ARCHBISHOPS FLOOD APPEAL 
 

Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP has            
announced that Christmas at the Cathedral, 
which got underway on Thursday 8           
December, will be raising funds this year to 
provide much-needed relief and recovery for 
the victims of the NSW floods.  Large parts 
of regional NSW have been hit by severe 
flooding since September, with thousands of     
people left homeless and many businesses 
forced to close.  
 

Online donations are welcome for the      
Archbishop’s Flood Appeal via the Our Faith, 
Our Works website here:  

https://www.ourfaithourworks.org/flood-
appeal/  

Dear Parishioners, Parents and Carers, 
 

On Monday evening Father Jack ensured that our Graduation Mass for the Class of 2022 was a 
special occasion. It was time to say farewell but noy goodbye. On Wednesday, Year 6 enjoyed 
their end of primary school “Fun Day Out” at Luna Park. I am grateful to De La Salle Ashfield, a 
High School in our Network, that kindly lent their bus to our school to help make this outing       
possible. 
 

Our Thanksgiving Mass was on Thursday. It was an opportunity to say farewell to 
families that have been part of this community for many years. Once again Father 
Jack led this celebration of thanksgiving for a remarkable year. 
 

Staff have a professional development day on Friday 27 January, Years 1 to 6       
return to school on Monday 30 January while Kindergarten will commence their 
school journey on Tuesday 31 January. 
 

Our community knows that the joy of Christmas is to be found in a spirit of generosity. Add another 
seat or two at your table this Christmas... Sing the carols at the top of your voice. Wrap every pre-
sent in love.  

You are the reason Jesus came.  No one has more cause to celebrate than you! 
Wishing you a Happy and Holy Christmas 

Warm regards, Phil Townsend 

https://www.ourfaithourworks.org/flood-appeal/
https://www.ourfaithourworks.org/flood-appeal/


 

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE 
 

As Christmas falls on a weekend this year, below are the Mass 
times 

For those wishing to make a 
Christmas offering to the Parish,  
envelopes will be shortly         
available in the church.  These 
can be returned with your         
offering inside on the second    
collection.  We thank you for 
your generosity. 

If anyone would like 
to volunteer to play 
organ/piano at any 
of these Masses or 
be part of a choir 

please let the      
Parish know. 


